
  
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Protect Prop 13 - A project of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
 

 Compare what you pay now to the amount you will owe using the Howard Jarvis 
calculator website.  This is the yearly property tax on a residence in California, IF we return 
to the formula used before Prop 13 was passed.             

 
 Before Prop 13, property tax was based on the assessed market value of your home. Taxes 

were 2.67% of this amount each year. They went up every year. Sometimes they doubled. 
 

 After Prop 13 passed, taxes were figured on a base of 1% of the purchase price of the home 
and yearly increases in the base were limited to 2%, regardless of any changes in the market 
value.  This made taxes much lower. 

  
Every homeowner & renter in California benefits from Prop 13.  Even if property was bought 
yesterday, the property taxes are figured on 1% of purchase price with increases controlled...NOT 
2.67% of the market rate and refigured each year.   
 
Prop 13 has protected homeowners from losing their homes for over 40 years.                        
 
Part 1 of the California legislature's plan to overturn Prop 13:   Cut off all Businesses from the 
protections of Prop 13 with a ballot measure in the November 2020 election.  
 

Ballot Initiative title will be:   Schools and Communities First 
 

 Businesses will immediately be charged taxes on the market value of their property instead of 
the purchase price. 
 

 All Businesses will face large tax increases:  retail stores, shopping malls, car dealers, gas 
stations, factories, restaurants, hotels, car washes, liquor stores, grocery stores...           
Any place you shop will be hit with higher taxes.   

 
 Consumers will cover these taxes or businesses will be forced out of state. 

 
Part 2 of the plan:  Overturn Prop 13 protections for Homeowner's Residential Property - 
 with ballot measure in subsequent election.   

*Check Your Future Taxes Here:   http://www.hjta.org  then click on the blue tab:                                                                                                         

   
 
                                                                     
 
You better be sitting down! 

"See your shocking tax bill if we lost  Prop. 13"   

http://www.hjta.org/
https://www.hjta.org/resources/taxpayer-tools/guessing-game-tax-calculator/

